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COMBINED GREETING CARD AND REPLY POSTCARD AND METHOD OF 
COLLECTING RECIPIENTS CONTACT DETAILS USING SAME 



CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
[0001) Thin application claims priority from U.S. patent application serial number 

10/555,615 filed May 9. 2006. The foregoing application is incorporated in its entirety herein by 
reference. 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] The invention relates lo greeting cards. More particularly, the invention relates to 

greeting caids that incorporate a detachable reply postcard that can be used for advertising and 
markctmg of goods and services. 

BACKGROUND 

(00031 Greeting cards have been used to send personal messages of congratulations, 

condolences, and holiday well-wishes. Likewise, postcards have been used as a convenient and 
inexpensive means of con-espondencc. Greeting cards and postcards arc currently manufactured, 
packaged, and sold as sepantte, discrete units. Conventionally, greeting cards and postcards are 
not JTianufactiired, packaged, or sold as a single combined unit. Some greeting cards have 
additional panels or leaves that may be folded to form the card into an envelope. Conventional 
greeting cards also lack any means by which a card manufacturer or a card promoter, who can be 
a retailer or a manufacUirer, can advertise to, market to, and collect the personal information of 
consumers for purposes of increasing sales and promoting the card manufacturer or card 
promoter's products and services. Traditional greeting cards and post cards do not provide a 
compact, convenient, and economical way tor the card promoter to i\;ach card recipients with its 
advertising and promotional campaigns so that the recipient can send a reply message, response, 
or personal details to the card promoter who is sponsoring a promotion that is the subject of the 
greeting card.* 

SUMMARY 
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-h » . h„u<l.y g^ing. The c»<, p« ^^.^ 
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^.c«. A, «, «campl«, U,e c». p™,>B, ^ „.„„,^^, „„„ ,^ 
pcHKmrt mfon™.,™ ft™ ftc r«ipi™s of okI, ,«cr «>ch card i, »„, ,o a ,..ipi», by . 
-wider. Tta penonal infonMion in.y be mod by c»d pr»„oKr for .dvenisine, meeting 
promotions, or ca« be »old to a thM party lo be used for the third party's own advertising 
purposes. 

[00051 Part of the card sender's advertising and tnarketing efforts may include permitting 

the recipient to enter into a promotion, for example, a sweepstakes or other game or contest, or to 
place a new order for one or more of the card sender's products or services. Tn another 
embodiment, the card sender is an individual who obtains the card from the card promoter for 
free or at reduced cost. The card is provided for free or at reduced cost by the retailer or 
manufactui-er as an advertising and marketing tool in that tlie reply postcard may be returned by 
the recipient to (he retailer or manufacturer, for example, the card manufacturer, so that the 
recipient may provide his or her personal information to the card manufacturer to register for a 
contest to receive sales information, or for another promotion. In another embodiment^ the card 
system permits the card promoter to collect data, such as personal information including but not 
limited to name, address, telephone number, facsimile number, email address, age» height, 
weight, gender, and amount of annual income that may be used 10 advertise and promote the card 
sender's products and services or the products and services of another. 

[00061 The coirespondctice system feaUircs a single, unitary card tiiat includes a greeting 

card and a reply postcard that is dctachably connected to the greeting card. The correspondence 
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system further feat. ■■■/.„ 
^-«.rs. Th. cart i^,^, ^ « by c.,„ns -sin, , 

lOOOTJ One «dvaiit»B. „f ,,,„ 

f0009J sun another advamage of the invention is that the reply postcard can be detached 

and separated from the greeting card without cn^ting any waste such as unused or exce^ pieces 
or panels of paper. 

lOOlOJ Yet another advantage of the invention is that the combined greeting card and 

reply postcard Ibnn a single unit that can be raanufacUired by publishers, displayed and sold by 
retailers, and sent by a sender and received by a recipient as one single unit. The recipient can 
then separate the reply post card from tlic greeting card so tliat each part retains its ability to 
. fidfill its intended use. For example, after the reply postcard is detached from the greeting card 
by the recipient, the reply postcard can be used as a reply correspondence that is mailed or 
otherwise delivered back to the card promoter, and the greeting card may be retained complete 
and intact with its front and back cover for display and to be kept for sentimental reasons like 
any conventional greeting card. 

100111 Still another advantage of the combined greeting card and reply postcard is that 

where the card promoter wishes to make the recipient's reply convenient (and more likely), the 
card pramoter may preprint the caixl promoter's address on the reply postcard portion of the card 
and affix the appropriate postage to the reply postcard so that the recipient may simply wnte his 



WPB:385230:2 



PACE 6/28 ' RCVD AT mm 9:26:39 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:U$PTO'EFXRF-6/5 * ONIS:2738300 * C8ID: * DUIUTION (inin-ss):1444 . 



14-HAY-2008 20:26 



P. 07 



or her reply xnes^age or personal information and mail the reply postcard without pu^hasing 

postage stamps, *^ ^ 

i promote, . ,d«„i. „„a p.»„c .he p^^^^^ 

purposes. 

100131 Accordingly, the invention features a correspondence system that includes a 

.mgle. un-tary card having . r..r Icuf, a second leaf, and a third leaf. The card can be delivered 
by a sender to a recipient. The fi.. leaf includes a ftont portion of a greeting card, and the 
second leaf. wWch is connected to the f^t leaf, includes a backportion of d.e greeting caixi Tkc 
Ch.rd leaf .s a reply postcard, which is detachably connected to either the fin,t leaf or the second 
leaf. TTe Un-xi leaf also includes a ca.d promoter's preprinted add«ss and a space for the 
rcc,,.cnt to enter the recipient's information, which is to be returned to the card p«>moter via the 
reply postcard, 

100141 The invention also features an envelope into which the ca«l can be inserted for 

mailing to the recipient. 

I0015J The invention also features the first a,ul second leaves together foiming a Grst 

card that is the greeting caid. 

I00J6) The invention also features the third leaf forming a second card that is the n^ply 

posteard. 

10017J The invention also features the recipient's information including one or more of 

the following: the recipient's personal information, contact infbtmation. order for the card 
promoter's product or service, or response to the can! promoter's invitation on the reply postcard 
to enter into a promotional contest sponsored by the caid promoter.. 

100181 TItc invention also features the third leaf being detachable from the first or second 

leaves at a separation line. 

f0fl19) The invention also features the separation line as a line of weakness, a line of 

perforations, or a printed dotted line. The reply postcard is separable from the greeting card at 
the separation line by manual tearing or by cutting with a cutting tool. 
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I0020I The invention also features the reply postcard and the greeting card, once 

detached, forming two separate and complete units. 

[00211 The invention also features the greeting card forming a single unitary piece once 

il is detached from the reply postcard. The greeting card includes a front cover and a back cover. 
10022] The invention also features the card, after separation, forming the greeting card 

and the reply postcard but no additional excess parts, panels or waste material. 
(0023) The invention also features the first, second, and third leaves being connected to 

one another in a liorizontal configuration. 

[0024J The invention also feaftires the first and second leaves being connected to one 

another in a horizontal conGguration. The third leaf is eoimectcd to cither the first leaf or the 
second leaf in a position diat is perpendicular to the horizontal configuration of the first and 
second leaves. 

[0025J In another aspect, the invention features a method in which a single, unitary card 

is created that incorporates a greeting card and a detachable reply postcard. The card can be 
obtained by a card sender from a card promoter. The card can be delivei^d by a sender to a 
recipient. Tlic recipient can detach the reply postcard from the greeting card and enter 
information provided onto the reply postcard. Once the recipient lias completed entering the 
recipient's information onto the reply postcard, the detached reply postcard may be mailed from 
the recipient to the card promoter. 

[0026J Another method of the invention feahires the recipient's information including 

personal information provided by the recipient to the card promoter. 

10027) Another method of the invention feanires die greeting card including a fu-st leaf 

and a second leaf and the reply postcard comprises a tliird leaf that is dctachably connected to 
one of the first leaf or the second leaf. 

10028] Another method of the invention feahires the card promoter being either the card 

sender, a retailer, or a manufacturer. 

(00291 Still another method of the invention features the step of using the recipient's 

information by the card promoter to advertise and market the card promoter's products or 

services to the recipient. 

[0030J Still another mediod of the invention features the recipient's information being a 
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; prox«o.io«al eon.o3. Bpo««or«.» by the c-rd pror-o«r upon r-oeipt of tbo reply po^toaro oy «o 
cord pronr«oter fi-om the T-Ecipiont. _ ^ .. . .^„«™.«— 

I00321 Vet unoth^r .r^othod of th« invention r««ture« tho .tep or dal.ver.r.B «<l>.ert.-em<w..» 

ivorr, the oard pronootor to the rcc.plcnt. wU.oh cor.ecr« tl«, e-r- p««^oter-. prod«e. or -ervlee 
upo» receipt of tbo reply postcrd hy the curd pr«tT,otor ftom the TCO>p>cr.c. 

r0033, Vc. »x.o.l«r method of the invemio" features tKe step of i«.ert.r.B the card .mo ar, 

cwelope ir, which to dcli>,cr the ciird tr„iTi the card aen«lor to the rctsipietit. „ 
,003^, ^et arxome. >„eU,od of the i«x.emio.> fc-t««=. the step Oi- «.ll.r.. t*,- 

Ltor^atior. to a third par^y upor, reec.pt of tite reply postcard by the card pro.r«.er fVorr. the 

looT^r* Oi,le.« oiherwl,=e detlxxed. all technical terms uBed herein hav.e th« san-te rr.eat.ir.8 
c;„,rr.o^.y t.„der».ood by o„c of ordi^ry «Kill in the art to Which thU ^'^^^^f^ 
.^tho^Sh „^thods arvd ,.,„vcrial» «ir^..r or .-^..i.alent to tho- described horem eon be u«.a .n 
.^.r,^^ of the pr^ser,. ix.^e>.tio«. suitable nrxChods a.«l n,alerials ore «le«c«bed 



the practice or testing of the present in-ventioii. 

below. All publications, patent applications, patents anu o^n^. 

incorpora«d by .el^rer.ce in their entirety. ^ the ease of conflict, the present apee.fleat«.n. 



in«lucliii{^ <leflinicions will control 



BRTElr r>ESC:T«.l^'3n01SI OT' THE 01*.A.WinM0S 
IriSVii-c 1 i« n-onl plarta-r vicaw crTtt srtsCtints card. 
1003-71 3Figiarc 2 is a r^ar planar >.iOw of tHe srecstine cnrU ofFigwrc I . 

lOO^Bi l-iB^aro 3 i« fror,t ptort^r v^icw oF^x. alr«m*t« etnteodirn^m Of * &roeti«g card. 

leisure 4 is rear pla-^r vic=w of the altorrtato enrxboai«»o«t of tK« iire-ti«» c^rd o* 



100391 



1^ orxu aspect, the inverxtion provides 3 eoinre»po«do«ce system Umt ca.. be a 



coxx,hi„e<l «rc«ti»e oarcJ a,x<i postcard 1 0. wKiol, ixxol.d^ « gr««i„« o^d 12 « rep^W 

r^^cl ^^^ir.^ card portion 12 a«d the .opiy p«.to««i r.>rr«« . 

thTr 7'"' P«s.c=arxl 1^ i« decachablo fVo^ th« «re«ti„g oa.d 1 2 at . Ti„e of .ep™tio« I6 

iHriT:^';."" pcrroratiox.^. Ooo. <i^acHad a»d ^pa.«t«a, U.o rc.pl>. po...a.d |^ aroet.«« 

card 12 ft>™ two ^oparaco at.d co™p,et« .»oit« oaela of whiC, i. i„caot. As »hov..» K.g^s 1 ..^<J 
2. tho oard lO n,ay ,„c=lv.d« a pl^.aliCy of ioax.es tl,at ean be toldable aod that tox,^ a first c=a«l Ctl.^ 
BreeU«» card> 1 2 ««d a aeeond eard Cthe r«pZy po«teard> The ^r^.tirxg oaxxl I 2 oar. ir^clcxde at 

loa«. two nr«t ea.d leax.e«. white the r«ply posteard ea„ i«^l«de «i loa«t on« «eoo«<, oard leaf Tl^c. 
seeo^d^urd loaf i» de.«ohably «on«ectcd to ooe of the two firs, earrf Jcwes. 3otl, the «reoti..H 
oa.d and the reply posteard ean be .ined by «x> indiWd..al to s«»,d a xne^aa^o or to express soo.c 
.oenonierir to another p<;<-son or entity. some 
iOO^lj The e^x^clope. whic^h i« not «howr. in the drawings, may be a«y sfrndaxxJ cxwelope 

«.c:d for u,c. doh^cxy or o^ailing of greeting c«rd« a«d other types of ooxxespond«r.^o 
a^'^^V-^. ^" o:«-^n^plary e«,bodi«..^nt. the ea«l «ende^ i« individual. The recipient 

be a d.fforor.t i^diviU«al to whonr, the combined greetixis eurd a^d reply po..tea,^ lO is doIiv«xx=d 
by the card sender to e^pre^a soxne social ..en.h^ont or .ne^nase. In one e*nbodix«em. the 
comb.ncd srootinB card and reply po«teard ea.x be provided G^^ or at reduced px-iee to card 
se»der» who ^.^ individuals by a oard pro.T^ter who i« a retailor or manufaeturer. The eord 
promoter rruty off.,ctively sponsor the card a« a marfceth^a tool to eneotirage titc reeipiertt to 
return the reply postcard retttr«ed to the eard pronnoter. 1„ exemplary enitoodiment, ii.e xx.ply 
postcard .s d<^Hisiied to be returned by the reeipietii: to the card's >T.axaut^eturer or retailer. 
r0043] 1,1 alternate embod indents, the card sender ean be a sreetins card ll^anufacttlrer or 

another retailer or manufactunsr who wishes to advortiae, marleet. and proinote it« con^any, 
products, or HerviccM. For exaxriple. sonne retailers may wish to send birthday eards to their 
eustonacrH containin^c coupons for purposoM oJT further advertising the retailer's productB. or 
services. 

[00<44J In the exemplary erobodiinent showit in iFifiures I and 2, the eard lO features a 

first leaf 18, a second leaf 20, and a tliird leaf 22. The HrsAt leaf 18 can be a front portion, or &om 
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«"> >» . porton, or back cover 26 of T f " """""^ ^ 
■.a««y wri,e or n.-^,^,,,,, .Z^^* ^ ""^^ "of. 30. 

»f ^0 r« JZ!7Z f *" - ™ 

™- iwo toes, to leave, J C f„ IT 7' 

lu^ (length aiKi wdft) of fte reply poacart lo (he size of a angle leaf 
100471 A fronl !a<lc 20a of .he «=cond leaf 20 may al«, inelude a,«v»k 28 .™i priated 
ffldicia 30. In an oxcmplaty embodimeot, the from side 20a of the second leaf 20 includes one or 
more blank spaces 34 within which a sender of the card can write, type, or otherwise inscit a 
personalized message to the recipient of the card. A rear side 20b of the second leaf 20 may 
fcanire anwork 28 and printed indicia 30 and may ftitthcr include important infonnation 32 such 
as name o f the card promoter or card manufacturer, contact information for the card promoter or 
card manufacturer, website address for the card promoter or card manufacturer, copyright notices 
ami HeditS for the artwork and pintCd indicia, can) price, and a bar i»de. Together, the first and 
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advertising infcmiation. [n one embodiment, the front side 22a of the reply postcard 14 may 
further include lines 36 or blank space to indicate where tlie recipient is directed to enter the 
recipient's personal information or response, e.g., whether the recipient wishes to order 
additional products or services, enter a pronrntion hosted by the card promoter, or renew a 
subscription for a product or service that is set to expire. The recipient may also write, type, or 
odierwise insert a pcrsonaHzed message to the card promoter or to another person or entity to 
whoiti ihc reply postcard is to be delivered. For example, the card promoter may be an 
advertising company while the reply postcard includes a preprinted return address so that the 
recipient may return the reply postcard directly to a retailer or manufacturer by whom the card 
promoter is employed. 

10049] Tlie rear side 22b of the reply postcard 14 features the return address of 
the card promoter or the address where the card promoter desires that the recipient send a 
reply to, so that the recipient may reply to the promoter* s request for personal information 
or respond to a promotion as presented in the greeting card or on the reply postcard itself. 
[0050) In an exemplary embodiment, shown in figure 2, the front side 22a of the 
reply postcard 14 features a printed form with headings and lines or blank spaces after 
these headings so that a recipient may fill out information requested by the card promoter. 



(0051 1 The artwork 28 and printed indicia 30 of the greeting card 12 and the reply 

postcard 14 may be directed 10 any suitable event or special occasion or purpose. Suitable events 
and special occasions include but are not limited to store sales, subscription renewal notices, 
product reorder requests, advertising and j-narketing products and services, holidays, birthdays, 
births, deaths, weddings, engagements, graduations, and promotion and contest entries. The 
artwork and printed indicia may also be generic so that the greeting card and reply postcard serve 
as means of delivering a written message or other social expression from the sender to the 
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recipient. In an exemplary embodiment, the artwork and printed indicia relate to advertising 
information and images for the products and services of the card sender. 

[0052] Tlie scpuiation line 16 as a line of wcaioiess* a line of perforations, or a printed 

dotted line. The reply postcard 14 is separable from the greeting card 12 at the separation line 16 

by manual tearing or by cutting with a cutting tool. Attcr separation, the greeting card 12 and the 

reply postcard 14 do not form any additional excess parts, panels or waste material. 

100531 In one cmbodunent, the first, second, and third leaves 18» 20, and 22 can be 

connected U) one another in a horizontal configuration as shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

I00S41 Jn another embodiment shown in Figures 3 and 4, first and second leaves 46 and 

48 of a greeting card 42 can be connected to one another in a horizontal configuration while a 

third leaf 50, which forms a reply postcard 44, can be connected to either the first leaf 46 or the 

second leaf 48 at a sepaiution line 52 and in a position that is perpendicular to the horizontal 

configuration of the first and second leaves. 

[00551 As shown in Figures 1 and 3, the greeting card 12 may include price code 

iiiformaiion 54 related to the cost of the card on die second leaf 20, 48. 

[0056) The card 10 can be constructed from any suitable matcriiJ including but not 

limited to paper, cardboard, plastic, wood, and metal. The first, second, and third leaves 18, 20, 
and 22 may also feature additional card elements such as artwork, alphanumeric characters, 
printed indicia, and space for aitwork, alphanumeric characters, and printed indicia. The artwork 
28 can be an original or reproduction of a drawing, painting, wood print, photography or any 
other suitable visual art or image. 

[0057J In one embodiment, the greeting card portion 12 of the card 10 may also feauire 

one or more visual display or sound playback devices including but not Umited to a light such as 
light emitting diodes (LEDs), an electronic memory device, and a sound synthesizer for the 
playback of voice, music, or another sound recording stored on the electronic memory device. In 
another embodiment, the reply postcard portion 14 of the card 10 may also contain one of the 
visual display or sound playback devices described herein. 

[0058J In another aspect, the invention features a method in which a single, unitary card 

!0 is created thai incorporates a greeting card 12 and a detachable reply postcard 14. ITie card 
can be inserted into an envelope and delivered by a sender to a recipient. The card may be 
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